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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-17 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections ~ 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3 and 15-17 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
DiDomizio et al., U.S. patent 6,523,028. 

As per claim 1 , DiDomizio et al. discloses a search system for searching design 
asset information to find information (information), which a user has privilege to access 
and which is requested by the user, and for providing the user with the privileged and 
requested information (abstract, Fig. 1), the search system comprising: 

a first memory (storage, database) for storing the design asset information 
(information) (col.1, 50-67; Fig. 8); 

a processor for retrieving information, which the user has privilege to access, 
from the design asset information (col.1, 50-67; fig. 8); and 

a second memory for storing the retrieved privileged information (col.1 , 50-67; 

fig. 8). 
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As per claim 2, DiDomizio et al. discloses a database for collecting the design 
asset information (information) and a second database for collecting access control 
information (information) used to set access privileges (clearance level) to the design 
asset information (information), the processor refers to the access control information 
(information) to retrieve the privileged information from the first database, and the 
second memory includes a third database for collecting the privileged information (col.2, 
41-61; fig's. 1-2, 8-9). 

As per claim 3, DiDomizio et al. discloses access control information 
(information), including information of access privilege groups (clearance) for setting the 
access privileges to the design asset information and information for defining at least 
one of the access privilege groups to which the user belongs, and wherein the third 
database is generated for each of the access privilege groups (col. 3, 39-54; fig's. 1- 
2,4,8-9). 

As per claims 15-17, DiDomizio et al. discloses searching the design asset information 
(information) stored in a memory, the method comprising the steps of: 

retrieving information, which a user has privilege to access, from the design 
asset information when the user logs in to a server computer from at least one client 
computer (col.3, 39-54; fig's. 1-2,4,8-9); 

generating a retrieved information database by collecting the retrieved privileged 
information (abstract, fig's. 1-2,8-9); 
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searching the retrieved information database, when the user inputs a search 
query through the client computer, for the privileged information that matches the 
search query (abstract; fig's. 1-2,8-9); and 

providing the matched privileged information to the client computer (fig's. 8-9). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
DiDomizio et al., U.S. patent 6,523,028 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view 
of Erb et al., U.S. patent 6,246,678. 

As per claim 4, DiDomizio et al. discloses a search system for searching design 
asset information to find information, which a user has privilege to access and which is 
requested by the user, and for providing the user with the privileged and requested 
information as described above. DiDomizio et al. does not disclose a database which 
is generated when the user starts a session and is held until the session is terminated 
(sessions started and terminated by a user). Erb et al. discloses a database which is 
generated when the user starts a session and is held until the session is terminated 
(sessions started and terminated by a user) (col. 34, 1-4). It would have been obvious to 
modify DiDomizio to include a database which is generated when the user starts a 
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session and is held until the session is terminated (sessions started and terminated by a 
user) such as that taught by Erb et al. in order to manage the employment of the search 
system by users via recording how much each user has used the search system. 

As per claim 5, DiDomizio et al. and Erb et al. further disclose at least one server 
(database server) (Erb et al.: col.8 1-67; fig's 3-4). including the first database, the 
second database, and the third database (DiDomizio: fig's. 1-2); and 

at least one client computer connected to the server through a network 
(DiDomizio: fig's. 1-2); 

wherein the user inputs a search query in the client computer, the client 
computer sends the search query to the server, the server acquires design asset 
information that matches the search query from the third database, and the server 
provides the acquired design asset information to the client computer (DiDomizio: 
abstract; fig's. 1-2). 

As per claim 6, DiDomizio et al. further discloses wherein the design asset 
information is IP catalogue information (information)that includes management 
information, substantial data, and category classification information of IP catalogues, 
wherein the processor refers to the access control information to retrieve the 
management information, the substantial data, and the category classification 
information of IP catalogues, which the user has privilege to access, and wherein the 
third database includes a first retrieved information database for collecting the retrieved 
management information, a second retrieved information database for collecting the 
retrieved substantial data, and a third retrieved information database for collecting the 
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retrieved category classification information (databases that are connected and 
composed of different parts) (abstract; fig's. 1-2). 

As per claim 7, DiDomizio et al. further discloses searching the first retrieved 
information database (searching a database) for the management information of IP 
catalogues that match the search query of the user and provides the management 
information of the matched IP catalogues to the client computer (abstract; fig's. 1-2,8-9). 

As per claim 8, DiDomizio et al. further discloses searching the second retrieved 
information database (searching a database) for the substantial data of IP catalogues 
that match the search query of the user and provides the substantial data of the 
matched IP catalogues to the client computer (abstract; fig's. 1-2,8-9). 

As per claim 9, DiDomizio et al. further discloses searching the third retrieved 
information database (searching a database) for the category classification information 
of IP catalogues that match the search query of the user and provides the category 
classification information of the matched IP catalogues to the client computer (abstract; 
fig's. 1-2,8-9). 

As per claim 10, DiDomizio et al. and Erb et al. further disclose a system for 
searching design asset information comprising: 

at least one server computer (database server) (Erb et al.: col. 8,1-67; fig's. 3-4); 

and 

at least one client computer connected to the at least one server computer 
(DiDomizio et al.: fig's. 1-2), wherein the server computer includes: 
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a first memory for storing the design asset information (col.1 , 50-67; fig's. 
8-9); and 

a processor for retrieving information, which a user has privilege to 
access, from the design asset information and generating a retrieved information 
database of the retrieved privileged information when the user logs in to the 
server computer from the client computer, wherein, when the user inputs a 
search query in the client computer and sends the search query to the server 
computer, the server computer searches the retrieved information database for 
privileged information that matches the users query and provides the matched 
privileged information to the client computer (storing information into a database 
and retrieving information from a database) (col.1, 50-67; col.3, 39-54; fig's. 1- 
2,8-9). 

As per claim 11, DiDomizio et al. discloses a search system as discussed above. 
DiDomizio et al. does not discloses a database being held from when the user logs in to 
the server computer to when the user logs out from the server computer. Erb et al. 
discloses a database being held from when the user logs in to the server computer to 
when the user logs out from the server computer (opening and closing a session) 
(col.34,1-4). It would have been obvious to modify DiDmizio et al. to include a database 
being held from when the user logs in to the server computer to when the user logs out 
from the server computer (opening and closing a session) such as that taught by Erb et 
al. in order to create a session in which the user can use the system including the 
database during the time the user is logged in. 
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As per claim 12, DiDomizio et al. further discloses wherein the user belongs to at 
least one group, wherein the privileged information is information, which the group the 
user belongs to has privilege to access (user has privilege/clearance to acquire 
information) (col.3,39-54; fig's. 1-2,4,8-9). 

As per claim 13, DiDomizio et al. further discloses a memory including an original 
database for collecting the design asset information and a control database for 
collecting access control information of the design asset information (memory/storage 
which includes databases), wherein the processor refers to the access control 
information to retrieve the privileged information from the original database (processor 
retrieving information from the database) (abstract; col.1, 50-67; fig's. 1-2,8-9). 

As per claim 14, DiDomizio et al. further discloses each piece of the design asset 
information includes an index and substantial data (information categorized into 
groups), and wherein the control database includes a definition database defining a 
group to which the user belongs, a catalogue access privilege database defining groups 
having privilege to access the index, and a substantial data access privilege database 
defining groups having privilege to access the substantial data (databases including two 
or more groups) (abstract; col.3, 39-54; fig's. 1-2,4,8-9). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Marpe et al. (U.S. patent 6,581 ,039) discloses a method of searching for a 
report in a database including a plurality of items generated by multiple users. 

Caughran et al. (U.S. patent 6,381 ,604) discloses A centralized test 
information management system and method for its operation are disclosed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Behrang Badii whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0530. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 703-305-9768. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (E^C) afe^66-2 17-9 197 (toll-free). 

^-\_ \^^^v^\\sv Behrang Badii 

JAMB^T^Si^i^A^V Patent Examiner 
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